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Abstract:

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast Mississippi region, damaging health care
infrastructure and adversely affecting the health of populations left behind. Operation Assist, a project of the
Children's Health Fund and the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health, operated mobile
medical units to provide health services to underserved populations in the affected areas. Data collected
from all patient encounters from September 5-20, 2005 demonstrate that in addition to common respiratory
illnesses, skin conditions, and minor injuries, a high proportion of visits were for vaccine administration and
chronic medical problems including hypertension, diabetes, and asthma. Mobile medical units staffed by
primary care clinicians experienced in dealing with the clinical and social needs of the underserved and
comfortable working in a resource-poor environment can make a positive contribution to post-disaster care.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/hpu.2007.0038

Resource Description

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event
Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Ocean/Coastal, Urban
Geographic Location: @
resource focuses on specific location
United States
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
General Health Impact
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Intervention: ™
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Low Socioeconomic Status
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Research Article
Timescale: @
time period studied
Time Scale Unspecified
Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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